Safety Tips from Perry Township

Thefts from Cars:
Theft from parked cars is one of the most common complaints received by police in residential neighborhoods. In the United States, a nationwide survey found that only 47% of all car crimes were reported to the police. In contrast, nearly all thefts of cars are reported to the authorities, because of the significant monetary loss and insurance company reporting.
Items Targeted for Theft:
Frequently, thefts from cars will occur in clusters. Numerous offences may be reported during the early morning hours when one or more thieves have passed through a neighborhood looking for property to steal. In general, two kinds of property are stolen: personal items and car components. Personal items that owners may leave in their cars include loose change, laptop computers, portable music players, and wallets or pocket books. A recent survey reported that personal valuables inside the passenger compartment accounted for 35% of items stolen, while stereo components made up 27% of the stolen items. Compact discs, GPS as well as car stereo parts and accessories can easily be traded for cash at second-hand music stores or pawnshops. These items can also be difficult to trace, as few owners take the time to record the serial numbers of after-market stereo components. 
Improving the lighting: 
Poor lighting has been identified as a risk factor in thefts from vehicles in residential areas that gives the thieves the cover of darkness. With the many improvements in lighting such as motion sensitive detectors have been found to reduce crime in other settings and there is little doubt it can help to do the same in driveways.
Leaving nothing in plain sight, taking valuables with you or putting them in the trunk, parking in well-lit areas and keeping a vehicle "clutter-free" and keeping your vehicle locked. When you observe anything out of the ordinary, call the police and help take a bite out of crime. 
